November 30, 2011

Dear Parents,

Storytown Lesson 8

New Letter Introduced

We introduced the letter Dd and its sound to the children.  We taught the children how to form the capital and lowercase d.
Verbal prompt- 
D- Big line, big curve




d- Magic c, up like a helicopter, up higher, backdown-bump


Storytown Sight Word
This week we introduced the word “like”.  Please practice the following words with your child.

I               

My, my



A,a
The, the



Go, go



To, to
Like, like 


Can, can



Am, am

An, an
Pre-Decodable Book

We read the book My Dad this week. This book reinforces our new sight word, “like”, as well as offering practice reading short “a” words.  The book is enclosed in your child’s folder.  Please keep this book and other Pre-Decodable books together so that your child can easily find them to read on their own.

Phonics
Blending –The children have been introduced to two sounds for the vowel a.  They are:

  a apple  /a/ You hear this sound in the beginning of the word apple.

 (a, ant, /an/) You hear this sound in the beginning of the word ant.

Whenever the letter “a” is followed by “n” or “m”, the sound of “a” is the sound we hear at the beginning of the word ant (like in can and man). 

In the classroom, we “blend” words by placing a new letter of the alphabet in front of an, am, at or ap to read new words.  Please remind your child when reading that they know the sounds for a.  This will help trigger their memories from class.


Phonological Awareness

We are practicing blending word parts to say a word.

This is how to practice blending with your child.  Say a word in two parts and your child will blend the parts to say the word.

“I’m thinking of a word that begins with the sound /p/ and ends with an. The word is pan.”

Practice blending words like these:

/k/-at (cat)

/t/-an (tan)

/m/-ilk (milk)

/b/-us (bus)

/t/-ake (take) 
/m/-ud (mud)

Make up your own words using this as a model. 

Math
Listed below are skills that are incorporated into most days:

· patterns

· Numeral recognition to 10

· Identifying numerals on the calendar.

· Arranging the numerals consecutively

· Talking about the days of the week

Lexia Reading

We are continuing to use Lexia Reading in the computer lab.  We encourage you to have your child use this program at home as well.  It is a fun way to practice all the reading readiness skills that we are learning in school. Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions about your child’s Username and Password.

All-Star Readers

[image: image1..pict]Last week we enjoyed a visit from “Mrs. Debbie” Verrillo from the Smith Library in Northford.  Her visit was the “kick-off” for our collaborative program with the Smith and Atwater libraries here in town.  She shared some of her favorite books with us, including Kindergarten Diary, Mind Your Manners B.B. Wolf, and Run, Turkey, Run.

[image: image2..pict]The “All-Star Reader” program was designed to introduce children to their community libraries as well as encourage a love of reading.  We hope to have all children become All-Star Readers by visiting the Smith or Atwater Library.  The program’s culminating activity will include a field trip to the libraries and a visit from local author Nancy Elizabeth Wallace.  Details on how to participate were sent home prior to Thanksgiving.  If you did not receive them, contact your classroom teacher or visit one of the libraries. 
The Kindergarten Teachers                              
