[image: image1..pict]Grade One News


Mrs. Barry, Miss Prota, Mrs. Fleming, Miss McKee 


October 18, 2011

Story Town- Lesson 4
Spelling- We are continuing to review the short a and short i sounds as well as some of the high frequency words.   Our focus this week will be on the digraph  ck, which is used at the end of words to make the /k/ sound.  We will teach the concept that when you know the –ick and – ack family, you can spell words that follow that pattern.  There will be a spelling test on Tuesday, October 25th.  

Spelling:

pick

sick 

pack

tack

back


sack

big

in

hold

so

Focus Skills- The comprehension skills we are focusing on are identifying the three main parts of a story; the beginning, the middle and the end.  This order helps stories make sense.  You can help with this at home by having your child tell you about a book that they have read using these terms. 

Grammar- We are working on identifying the telling part of sentences which tells what someone or something does.  

For example, Bill likes music.  Bill is the naming part of the sentence.   …likes music is the telling part of the sentence. 

High Frequency Words- Practicing high frequency words will help to make reading smoother and more enjoyable. These words should be practiced everyday.  
too



a


have

late



oh


yes

Robust Vocabulary- Try to mention these words a few times to reinforce the skill.
1. ambled – if you amble you walked in a slow and relaxed manner

2. politely – if you act politely you show that you have good manners 

3. pouted – if you pouted, you showed you are not happy by making a face

4. considerate – a considerate person thinks about the feelings of others

5. routine – if you follow a routine you do the same thing every day

6. unexpected – if something unexpected happens it will be a surprise 

Math Expressions 
We completed unit 1 and the students were tested last week.  Some teachers sent scores home recently.  If you have not yet seen this information, it will be shared during your upcoming conference.

We have started work in unit 2 and we are presently working on methods of counting on to find sums.  We will begin our work with coins this week.  It would be very helpful for your child to have a small “purse” of coins to practice what they are learning.  Only include nickels and pennies at this time.  They need to practice counting the nickel as a five, then counting on by 1 with each additional penny.  Students who are secure in this concept, can begin to combine multiple nickels and pennies for larger sums. 
