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November 7, 2011

Dear Parents,

This has been a busy week.  The children continue to progress at a quick and steady pace in our Storytown Language Arts Program.  

New Letter 

The children have been introduced to the letter A/a.  We introduced the /a/ sound in the word apple. We also practiced the formation of the letter A/a.

Verbal prompts:

A – Big line, Big line, Little line  

 a– Magic c, Up like a helicopter – bump, slide down-bump

The /a/ sound as heard in “ant”

Aa is the first vowel that the children have been introduced to.  Vowels make more than one sound.  We introduced the /a/ sound as heard in the word “ant”.  To help the children remember this, we told a story about ants living and hiding under rocks.  Ants also hide under the letters n and m.  When the letter a is next to an n or an m, it makes the /a/ sound as heard in ant.

We used these visual clues to help the children remember this sound:

 an     am


Letters to Review with your child

So far we have introduced the letters:

                 M/m – mat


 S/s - socks

                 R/r – raccoon

 T/t - turtle

                 N/n – noodles

 P/p - pear

     C/c – cat


A/a – apple (short a vowel)

The children have been introduced to the sounds through the key words written next to the letters.  Ask your child to name something different that begins with that letter.

Phonogram –am

The children are beginning to read words with –am.  We write words like Sam, ram, and pat on the board. Have your child look at the three words and choose the two words that rhyme. If the words rhyme they end the same way.  He/she should also begin blending the sounds to read the word.  (i.e. Pam = /P/ /a/ /m/. Say it with me /P/ /aaaaa/ /m/ Pam.)

Word blending

We have begun to blend sounds.  We play a game called “Say the Word”  We say the sounds that are in the word, and the children say the word.  (i.e.  /c/  /a/  /b/  the word is cab).  Try these words at home:

/c/ /a/ /p/  cap           /s/ /i/ /t/  sit       /b/ /i/ /g/   big


/t/ /i/ /c/   tick
   /g/ /a/ /p/  gap      /l/ /o/ /g/  log

High-frequency (sight) words

This week we introduced the words An, an and Am, am to coincide with the /a/ sound as heard in “ant”.  Please use the picture cards to help your child practice these new words. 

Math

This week the children made full-body portraits of themselves.  We made a class graph to show how many boys and how many girls are in each class.  

We looked at the completed graph and answered questions like:


How many girls are there?


How many boys are there?


Which group has more?


Which group has less?

Please continue to use this math language when comparing groups of objects at home with your child.

What Can I Do At Home?

· Take your child to the library to get rhyming books to read.  Have your child think of another word that rhymes. (Cat, fat- Can you think of a word that rhymes with cat and fat?)

· Practice the circled items on this week’s weekly assessment. 

· Read pre-decodable books 1-5.

· Have story books in your home to read with your child. 

· Practice counting objects at home. Your child should be able to count ten objects.

Lexia Reading and Symphony Math

Please continue to have your child play Lexia and Symphony Math on your home computer. This practice will assist your child in learning important readiness skills in reading and math.  Our first group of Lexia Super Stars is pictured in this newsletter.  We also have these students featured on our Kindergarten News bulletin board in the hallway!

As always, thank you for your support in making your child’s kindergarten experience a success.

The Kindergarten Teachers

