February 18, 2011

Dear Parents,

Storytown News – Lesson 15

The kindergarten students will take their mid-year benchmark assessment this week. This assessment will include beginning, middle and end sounds, reading and locating high frequency words, identifying lowercase and uppercase letters, and reading decodable words.  Last week’s newsletter included the words that have been introduced in class.  They are the following words: 

High Frequency Words

I 

go

to

come

for 

look

A

here

where
like

this

do

My

he

me

you

New Letter Introduced

The children have been introduced to the letter 0/o.  We hear the o sound in the word olive. 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Verbal prompt:

O-Big curve plus big curve

0-magic c, keep on going, stop 

The first kindergarten report card is issued in March. This will reflect your child’s scores on the benchmark assessment.

Pre-Decodable Book 15

We read pre-decodable book 15 (Look at Me). Go to the Storytown website to read this book. Some of you have had difficulty accessing the website so we are sending home this book for your child to read to you. 

Printing Last Name

The children are learning to print their last name in school. The expectation for kindergarten is that each child should be able to print their first and last name without the support of a name card by the end of the school year.  Most children are printing their first names with proper letter formations but need to work on their last names. Please have your child practice writing their first and last names during winter break.

Thank you for your support in this area.
Math

We have been practicing number identification in school using the smartboard and with small group instruction. Please continue reviewing numbers from 1 to 20 at home with your child during vacation. 

We are also practicing math addition facts.  These addition problems are given as a group.  They are not timed and students complete them at their own pace using manipulatives.

Ex)

3  ooo


     +  2  oo



5  ooooo

Things to do at home:

· Practice printing last name

· Counting to 20 (and then 30)

· Identify numbers to 20 (and then 30)

· Take your child to the library to participate in the All Star Reader Program

· Practice sight words

· Practice letters and sounds

· Practice Lexia Reading 

· Practice Symphony Math

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Have a great February Vacation!!

The Kindergarten Teachers

