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Mrs. Barry, Mrs. Fleming, Miss McKee, Ms. Prota 
    

  January 4, 2012

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Welcome back!  We hope that you all enjoyed your holidays and the winter break. Please see the attached information about an upcoming field trip to the Yale Center for British Art.

Just a reminder that we go outside for recess each day unless the temperature is very low or there is a strong wind chill.  Please have your child dressed for this time of year.  

Story Town- Lesson 11

Spelling - We will be working on the –or sound this week.   This is the first of the 

r-controlled vowels that we will study in first grade.

There will be a spelling test on Tuesday, January 10th. 

or

for

form

more

store

sort

long

bring

your

head

High Frequency Words- Practicing high frequency words will help to make reading smoother and more enjoyable. These words should be practiced everyday. 

animals

cold

fish

from



their


under

very

Phonics - We are working on the compound words.  Compound words are made when we join two smaller words together and there is no space between the two words.  For example, backpack, anthill, kickball, bathtub and basketball.  

Grammar - We are working on recognizing special names and titles for people such as Dr., Mrs. Miss, Mr.  We will be using the abbreviations in our writing this week.

Comprehension – This week we are focusing on the skills of comparing and contrasting.  Children will learn to distinguish between finding similarities and differences.  They will be expected to explain how things are alike and how things are different.

We will also begin to work on the skill of inference.  This is an extremely important comprehension strategy that good readers use to help understand an author’s purpose.   Children have come to learn how to use the pictures in stories to help them understand the words and the plots.  An inference question is one that asks the reader to “think” and explain why they answered the way they did. 

Robust Vocabulary- Try to mention these words a few times to reinforce the skill.

1. nuzzled –  If an animal nuzzled against you, it would be rubbing you with its face or nose.

2. pranced –  If you pranced around, you would be walking in a bouncy, springy way, like a horse.

3. raging –  When something is raging it is happening in a strong or out of control way.

4. adapt – If an animal adapts to a place, it has body parts or ways of acting that help it live there.  

5. intriguing – if you think that something is intriguing you are curious about it and very interested in it. 

6. inhabit –  If you inhabit a place, you live there.

or challenge words 

shortcake

order

storefront

shore

chore

forget

doctor

story

tomorrow

ignore

