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October 28, 2011

Dear Parents,


Storytown Lesson 5

We continue to talk about families.  The children listened and responded to the picture books Bee-Bim Bop and Up, Up, Up! It’s Apple Picking Time.  A family prepares and eats dinner together in Bee-Bim Bop. The characters in the story were discussed. A family takes a trip to an apple orchard to visit grandparents in It’s Apple Picking Time. While there, the family picks, eats and sells apples. Ask your child to tell you about these books.




New Letter Introduced 

The children have been introduced to the letter Cc.  We hear the c sound in the word Cat.  We also practiced the formation of the letter Cc. 

Verbal prompt –C… is magic C.

The children have now been introduced to the following letters:

Mm- mat

Nn-noodles

Pp- pear

Rr- raccoon

Ss- socks

Tt- turtle

Cc- cat

Sight Words

This week we introduced the sight words go and can. These are the words the children have been introduced to so far:

I, i

A, a

My, my

The, the

Go, go 

Can, can

Attached please find the picture cards for go and can. Please practice these words at home with your child daily.

Phonemic Awareness

Rhyming Words 

Words that rhyme have the same sound at the end of the word.  An example of this would be hop and top.  Hop and top have the same sound at the end.  These words rhyme.  Ask your child to name other words that rhyme with hop and top. 

Then tell them you will say pairs of words.  They will clap two times if the words rhyme.  Have your child name other words that rhyme with each rhyming pair.  Here are some examples of rhyming and non-rhyming words.

munch/lunch
           ring/rand

goat/game                         seat/feet

man/fin                            look//book

big/barn                           hot/pot

New Pre-decodable Book

We read the book I Go. Please read this book at home with your child.  This book was sent home and can also be found on the Storytown website-

www.thinkcentral.com. 

Math

The children continue to work on math mats.  While working on the math mats the following skills are taught:

· numeral identification

· sequencing numerals 1-10

· representing a numeral with tiles

· building a vertical graph to compare numerals

· building a horizontal graph to represent numerals

· the terms more and fewer
The formation of the numeral 5 was taught. 

Conferences

We enjoyed meeting with you last week. We thank you for sharing information with us about your child. We hope that you found the conference informative and have an understanding about your child’s adjustment to kindergarten. Please know that we will gladly answer any questions or concerns as they arise. 

Symphony Math and Lexia
During our conferences, some parents asked questions about Symphony Math. Some parents thought that their children did not understand the greater than and less than symbols and were not understanding the concepts. We hope to answer your questions. 

Symphony Math utilizes intelligent branching, which is intended to move the child back and forth between levels without instruction. Your child should work at the level until mastery is reached.  If you give your child the answer, he/she will be bumped to a higher level than their level of understanding. 

The recommended time to use these programs is 40 minutes weekly. 

JHS Website

We have all updated our individual web sites this week and the JHS virtual backpack been revised to include a section just for kindergarten.  All newsletters and notices can be found in the JHS Virtual backpack. Check it out when you have a question. 

Assessment #2

This week the second Storytown assessment was sent home. This assessment serves several purposes. First and foremost, it helps to guide our instruction. Secondly, it allows you to see what your child has learned and what he/she still needs to practice. 

